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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. This office action is in response to 
the RCE filed on 5-6-2004. 

Applicant is respectfully required to indicate the supporting paragraph of the 
disclosure of the invention for newly submitted claim 13. ["the ratios of the values is 
proportional to the ratio of the positions"] The terms "ratio" and "proportional" are not 
found in specification or figure. No new matter should introduce into the disclosure. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-3, 5-6 and 8-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by McKiel, Jr (6,046,722) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Regarding claim 1 , McKiel, Jr discloses that the claimed feature of a method for 
varying an attribute of a frame in a media presentation, wherein the attribute is derived 
from a parameter having a value, the method using a processing system including a 
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user input device and media presentation device, the method comprising: accepting 
signals [i.e. "audible signals"] from a user input device [16,20] to select a first frame [i.e. 
"graphic element icon"; 42] having a parameter with a first value [i.e. 500 Hertz]; 
accepting signals from a user input device to select a second frame [i.e. 44] having the 
parameter with a second value [i.e. 1000 Hertz]; accepting signals from a user input 
device to generate a new value ["a composite audible signal"] by interpolating between 
the first and second values [combined tone value of 500 Hz and 1000 Hz]; and 
presenting, on the media presentation device, a new media presentation using the new 
value of the parameter ["a compose audible signal in response to the position of the 
cursor element"]. (See Abstract line 4-20, Fig 3-5, col 3 line 36-52, col 5 line 62-col 6 
line 36) 

Regarding claim 2, McKiel, Jr discloses that media presentation device includes 
displaying images ["Icons"; 42-48]. (See Fig 3) 

Regarding claim 3, McKiel, Jr discloses that the first and second media 
presentations include first and second images [42, 44], respectively, wherein the media 
presentation device [10] includes a display screen [14,22], the method further 
comprising displaying the first and second frames [42-48] at different positions on the 
display screen [22,28]; accepting signals from a user input device to select a position on 
the display screen; determining the new value ["a composite audible signal"] by using 
the distances [i.e. 66] between the selected position [40] and the positions of the first 
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and second images [42,44], (See Abstract line 4-20, Fig 3-5, col 3 line 36-52, col 5 line 
62-col 6 line 36) 

Regarding claim 5, McKiel, Jr discloses that the media presentation device 
includes audio waveforms playback. [62,64] (See Fig 2) 

Regarding claim 6, claim 6 is similar in scope to the claim 3, and thus the 
rejection to claim 3 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 6. 

Regarding claims 8-10, McKiel, Jr discloses that the media presentation device 
includes display of non-linear animation, which includes a rendered view of a computer 
model and facial animation [i.e. "Icon", "graphic element"]. (See Fig 3-5) 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McKiel, Jr discloses that inputs from multiple user input 
devices [i.e. 20, 16] are used to generate a collaborative new value for the parameter. 
(See Fig 1, Fig 2) 

Regarding claim 12, McKiel, Jr discloses that two or more user input devices [16, 
20] are in separate locations. (See Fig 2) 

Regarding claim 13, McKiel, Jr discloses that the claimed feature of a method for 
modifying images in an image processing system, the method comprising displaying the 
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first and second images [i.e. 42-48] at different positions on a display device [22,28], 
wherein the first image [i.e. 42] includes a first parameter set [i.e. 500 Hz]and wherein 
the second image [i.e. 44] includes a second parameter set [i.e. 100 Hz]; accepting 
input from a user input device [20] to indicate a position [40] relative to one or more of 
the first and second positions [42, 44]; using the indicated position [40] create an 
interpolated parameter set ["the composite audible signal"], wherein at least one 
parameter in the interpolated parameter set has an interpolated value [i.e. newly 
generated audible signal] that is between a value in corresponding parameters in the 
first and second parameter sets [500 Hz, 1000 Hz], and wherein the ratios of the values 
is proportional to the ration of the positions; displaying a modified image [70] on the 
display device based on the first parameter set, the second parameter set and the 
indicated position. (See Abstract line 4-20, Fig 3-5, col 3 line 36-52, col 5 line 62-col 6 
line 36) 

Regarding claim 14, McKiel, Jr discloses that displaying a list of parameters to be 
modified; accepting signals from a user input device to select one or more parameters; 
and generating a modified image by changing only the selected one or more 
parameters. (See Abstract line 4-20, Fig 3-5, col 3 line 36-52, col 5 line 62-col 6 line 36) 

Regarding claim 15, McKiel, Jr discloses that at least one parameter [i.e. radius 
66 from pointer 40] is associated with modification of visual content of an image [70]. 
(See Fig 4, Fig 5) 
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Regarding claims 16-18, claims 16-18 are similar in scope to the claim 1, and 
thus the rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claims 16-18. 

Response to Arguments/Amendments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The present invention is directed to Method for varying an attribute of a media 
presentation. The above identified claims includes the uniquely distinct features 
" displaying the first image at a first corner of a predefined area of the display screen: 
displaying the second image at a second corner of a predefined area of the display 
screen: and displaying the new media presentation at the center of the display, wherein 
the new media presentation includes a new image displayed by using the new value ." 
The closest prior art, McKiel, Jr (US 6,046,722) discloses a similar system, either 
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singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations 
obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Chung whose 
telephone number is (703) 306-3419. He can normally be reached Monday-Thursday 
and alternate Fridays from 7:30am- 5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael, Razavi, can be 
reached at (703)305-4713. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (Central fax) 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 

whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



June 7, 2004 PRIMARY EXAMiNER 




